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70 THZ HONORARLE, THE BOARD OF pUPERVISORS OF JEPFERSON COURTY:

Under the provision of tection 192 of the EBlection Lawy
we ac Commissioners of Rlections, herewith transmit our annual
renorte. Further information relative to the affairs of the
office then is contained in this report is to be found in the

daily record which has been kept.

By reason of the so-cslled Nompartisan Primary act,
which relates to %he City of Watertown only, under our office,
the first Primsry of the kind was held one week preceding the

fficial Fall Primary. Sucﬁ,?rimary was held on separate days

due solely to the fuct that after the annusl date for the Fall

Primary was advanced one week, that there was no opportunity for

the local legislators to change the date for the Honpartiisan
City Primary. Other than this Primary and the two soecial days
¥or Registraetion in the City of Watertown, the work in ﬁhéﬁaffice

wae the same ag in the past.

Every effort has been made to reduce the expense but
condipionsbover which we have had no control have made unnecessary
expense. Particularly is this true with reference to the re-
printing of all of the umendment ballote for Jefferson County,
due to an error in the 0ffice of the secretary of ttate in
Albany, whose first certified copy of amendments received

sentember let, for the ballote was incorrect and correct copy
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was not received until Cetiber 224. Ho intimation had come to our”

board or any other board throughout the g¢tate that there wag an
error until the day before when a telegram was received from the
secretary of state advising us teo hold up the printing and that

1etter of instructions followed.

we understand that it is the intention of the other
counties of the state whefe these ballots were pfinted s ometime
pefore the receipt by the boards of Elections of & change in the
matter for Amendment Humber Three, to put in a Bill to the 5tat¢-
of New York for the unnecessary'expense for re-printing the
ballots. It is also understood that some of the legicslators

will endeavor %o ensct legislation which will mske this printing

ok

s charge against the stlate. Acting on definite information
which we hsve, we would suggest that action be taken by your
Honorable Body for msking this & charge againgt the state. Under
the provision of the Honpartisan City Primary Act; referred to
ebove, your Honorable Body should make the coet of this Primary
in so far as the Board of EZlections® expense for supplies in_the,
way of pallots, stationery &c., which we have figured and

 estimated to be 3y 123.13, a charge against the City of ¥atertown.

The commissioners believe that there will be many
changes in the Zlection Law, the coming year, and that & revision
of the law in accordance with the views of Election Commissioners
from 21l over the state will be drawn,wherein considerable red
tape and unnecessary expenée jncident to ithe holding of Primaries
and Zlections will be eliminated. The two commissioners from
this county with commissioners from all over the stute met in
gyracuse last June with a special commitiee of the legislature

to reviee the Zlection Law, und suggestions were offered by all



o~

ind

the commissionerse and from the expression of members of the

legiélative committee and from correspondence with the attorneys
in the bill drafting department st Albany, who are drafting the
revision of the Election Law, the local commissioners believe
that a large expense will be saved to the ebunty and to the

state.

The identification curds which inspectors have been
obliged to make out for a number of yeare will be done away with,
and it is.certain that the expense of the town clerks in mailing.
amendments to every registered voter will be wiped out. Either
no copies of the amendments will be provided in so far as the
‘towne are concerned, or else this duty wi11 be delegated to the

inepectors on the last day of Registration.

Senator George R. Ferron of byracuse will probably
introduce a b»ill providing for the examination of all insenctors
of election. With such proposed legislation, we are heartily in
accord. In mapny instances inspectors are appointed because they are
good'fellows or'have peréormedvsome,politicai service. o illustrate
one man in the City of Watertown was appointed who could hardly read
or write his own name. in another district in the city, the board
of inspectors turned in‘their returns showing that practically 150
more»voteé hed been cast for the office ot judge of the court of
appeals than there were ballots in the box. From one district in
a town in the northern pard of the county, came returns on the
seven amendments; ghowing a total of 411 votes, yet in no instange
would the totals given begin to egual the grand’total for each
amendment. Hﬁery effort has been made to have the inspectors do
the work properly, but some of them, because of age, and possibly
a8 disposition on their part that they know it 2ll, have not
increased the eftficiency of the boards in & number of districte,

while the great majority of them have showed grest improvement.



During the past year, many changes were made in the
enrollment, and the callers at our office on business incident
to the Primsries, aspplication for abeentee ballots, and general
information were more numerous than ever. We have been called
upon by many state depertments, persons and concerns outside
of the county to loock up records and furnish information and the
office has been utilized by the public generslly to & greater
extent than heretofore. We have been ready at sll times to

gserve anyone seeking information, which was in our possesgion.
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e sincerely believe %that the public has appreciated our efforts
for we have heard no unfavorsable critieism.

411 of which is respectfully submitted.

Dated December 10, 192i.



